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L on lbs ooutrary. had <bo«n tl»
chair furthest r«mo»«d fromJ1*.
.vt>n tbat chair I had edged back
to the wall. In tu» almost lutoluu-
tary movement which toak w*..
tor from the dead t**1* "

., wbo l *»<".. there. sJld watched my
uncle, v*h° scarcely, « U emmed
to me, took his eyes for a rnoiuei t
froai tbe beautiful dead lace. jj*hardly stirred a muscle. and tbe
alienee wnt to extreme that »«»«..
when he got up from his <:halr and
the wicker. rell«»v«*4 of hla -wel«ht.
gave out its creaking#, I almost
lumped at the startling change.

I watched, curious to know wh«t
he war about to do. He had been
Bitting to the rl#hl of the body, lie
moved, stepping with great care,
across to the other side of it. Then
he atooped down and lifted the left
hand, which lay, palm upward, on
the floor. I thought that he was

going to lift it to hla Hps. but in-
steitd^ when he had raised It but a

very little. he put it down again
quietly and reverently.
God knows what waa in his mind

as bu did the action, I doubted
much whether he knew himself,
and of a surety 1 did not. But aftor
he had done this he went back aud
sat In the same chair again, alrnoet
precisely In the same attitude aa

before, gazing down Into the lace
that he had loved.
He Mid loved her.no human be¬

ing who had ever seen them to¬
gether for two moments could wail
have a doubt of that. For nay own
part, I may admit at one. that l

. did not love her. 1 never had.
Bitterly as I might grieve for the
cruel death that had taken one
who seemed so peculiarly full of
life and of the enjoyment of lire,
I could not disguise from myself
that the thought had come into my
mind time and again during the
last year or two that it would have
been better with my uncle had he
nover met her, that it would be
far better for him even now could
some kind fate remove her.
Remove her Fate had, but one

hardly could call It kind, as the
white moonlight or the yellow lan¬
tern ray rell on the patch of crim¬
son. 1 speak without any personal
knowledge of such places, but from
all pna bears of society In hill sta-
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.Ion# in iBtiU. Simla In not Ihe apot
of all othjrb to which a wise man

who was not very young would go to
OhOOS* to" blUtettlf <4Ult«tt JOUUgwtfe.
Vary surely it waa with uo aucb

in taut in utiDd thai uiy UacU Ralph
had goue there. It had Just so hap¬
pened that, returning from a shoot
ing trip in Cashmere. Simla lay in

bia way, so, almost an a thiug of
count'-, he had paid It a visit.
There happened to Ralph Carl¬

ton what do«» uow and again be¬
fall a man who has lived naarly
forty year* without any serious
feminine influence coming luto hla
life. It absorbed him,, lit took
complete possession of him. That
waa the account of it which we

heard at length from acquaintance#
who were at Simla at the time, but
we did not hear it until the mar¬

riage waa an accomplished fact.
Of course there waa no obvious

reason why their wedding should
be delayed.-possibly there were

many reasons why, once it was de¬
termined on. it was better that it
should be hastened. Uncle Ralph
may very well have persuaded him¬
self that his duty to the estate de¬
manded his return to England.he
as much as salil later that this wus
hla determining motive. Hut it was

more likely than not that bis des¬
perate Infatuation was by far the
strongest motive, although he may
possibly not have realized it. And
It w«a not In the least likely that
the girl's people would put any ob¬
stacles or delay In the way of her
wedding a man of Uncle Ralph's
position and quite sufficient for¬
tune.

It was a far better marriage than
th»*re was the least reason to ex¬

pect that the daughter of an Indian
civil servant would make. It ap¬
peared. moreover, that Enid Wont-
worth had enjoyed her full share
of the adventures that were likely
to befall a very beautiful and
pleasure-loving girl in a society of
that kind. Some of the gossips
went so far as to hint that her
people were only too glad to get
her safely married.

At all events, the first news that
I received of the step which Uncle
Ralph contemplated came in a

cablegram Informing me of his en¬

gagement, and before I had time to
get his letter, full of more than
boyish enthusiasm over the trans¬
cendent beauty and bewitching
qualities of his betrothed, the knot
had been tied as irrevocably as
church and law could fasten it.

I do not mean to pretend that
the news did not come to me as

something like a blow: 1 was. I
hope, delighted that my dear Uncle
Kalph. whom I loved almost as qf
second father, had fpund such hup-
jilness as.his letter expressed, liut
I had certain misgivings on "ac¬
count of the haste in which all had
been done, as well as of the con¬
siderable difference in age betvieen
htm and his bride. And I had to
face the fact that It was likely to
v*wke (Mr enttffr chfnge In ntW own
plans. Uncle Ralph had aairt in
his letter that Enid Joined fhltp In
the hope that I should still live
with them at Scotney and Vieep my
place as his "managing director".
so he styled me.but until their
arrival in England I n<>ver sup¬
posed for a moment that I was
likely to do so. However, when
they did arrive, terms i!vere struck
between lis on the basis which I
have described, and I, stayed on.

I have to confess ttiat when first
I saw my new youfig aunt I fell
completely under her fascination.
It was no wonder that Uncle Ralph

bud yielded to It. She wu lovely,
really quite faultlessly lovely, in a

(air. mlguoune fashion
/VI1 lite little feature* were per¬

fectly shaped, the Boae )u«t suffi¬
ciently aquiline to give character
aud almost dignity to the (ace.
Her complexion. In apit* of the
ludlan auu, was like Ivory, with the
most delicate liuab of warn blood
aud abouudlng health-giving life to
It, aud neither cold nor heat ever
seemed to affect it at all Her eyes
were large, blue aud exprebslve,
aud her hair of the color of ripe
corn. Hut ahove and beyond all
theae positive beautlea 1 thluk It
wum the wonderful daiutlnefls of
her euauuible that chiefly took me

captive.
She dressed beautifully and in

¦perfect taste. and her alight figure
showed off her frocks to the utmost
advantage. But the pearl-like deli¬
cacy, the extraordinary cleanness,
as if not a speck of dirt or dust
could be tolerated or could possibly
rest on her, is not describable.
So she was Introduced, this beau¬

tiful fairy like ereatur*. into our
solid and perhaps rather sombre
Enylisb home, and at first I, watch-
lug them, loved to see the.way In
which Uncle Ralph's eye followed
her about the room as she came
and went, and to note his loverly
ways with her. It struck me, even,
from the start, that there was aj
carelessness in her manner of re
sponge to such little caressing acts:
of his as 1 was allowed to see which!
did not suggest a return of equal'
devotion. It hurt ma. j

I was most thankful to be able to I
believe that Uncle Ralph did not!
notice any lack of fervency on her ^
part. He was always more than
satisfied with her, always disposed
to sing her praise and commend
her actions, and often I was
touched by the way in which he;
would glance from her to me, when
site arranged a flower prettily or1
did any trivial act with heg own

peculiar grace, or when she madel
any particularly daring speech or

quip, for she had acquired in India!
a freedom of manlike language
quite strange to us at Scotney. and
would smile, as If taking me Intoi
his confidence and su.ving, "Was
there ever anything so beautiful
aud so perfect in the world be¬
fore?"

This Is what his look and'lts ac¬
companying smile would ask. And
at the first I was abla to smile back
at him, with willing and admirinf?
assent, but by degrees, as I learnt
to know her better, and began to
learn, particularly, how very littlte,
in that shallow nature, there was
to know. I found myself often at a
loss how to answer, or evpn to bear,
that look, and often and often I
would turn my eyes aside or pre-i
tend absorption In work o# In a

book, when I knew that it would be
coming.

There were moments when I
came near to despising poor T'ncle
.Ralph for his blindness in not see-!
ing a little more of what the soul, j
if she had one, of this most e*-1
quisite piece of human porcelain
was composed. But principally H
was a most profound pity that I
felt for him, mingled with a wonder
whether he really were quite so!
blind as he seemed, or whether he
wilfully declined to see what wa*

really obvious.^
Just a trace of a look of doubt. I

of distress, of puzzlement, came, as

it seemed to me, now and again,!
into those adoring, dog-like eyes of
his. following his wife as she
moved.just a little questioning in
them, taking the place of the old

j

(lad confidence, i> lie turned them
(t utu ber to me.

t'nder the coutulikip of my
Aunt ttnid. Usui* itaipii iu a

good deal mure (rout Mcotaey
than in the old days, and a good
deal more away than he cared to
<be. He waa eaaentially a man of
the country, and of the natural life;
aha, eoMutlally a woiaan of elites
and of the artificial. Hhe took hint
often to London, which he detected,
aud to a mode of London life which
be loathed wltb a special detesta-
tlon. She took him to Ciro'a,
where he hored himself nearly to
death while abe pirouetted, In the
Latest fox-trots and cake walks wlib
all and sundry white-walstcoated
young men. She took him to revuea
Innumerable, to musical comedies
aod to Savoy auppera after them.
And then, of course, It was only

natural and seemly that the young
men with whom she had danced at
Ciro's and had supped at the Savoy
should be asked to slay at.Scotney,
They were asked, and thay came,
and they talked a language to¬
gether of which Uncle Kalph could
scarcely understand the elements.
Aunt Enid, of their own genera¬

tion and of quicker aptitudes, as¬

similated It wonderfully. She was

one of their lot. and Unci* Kalph
was not one of them and was, and
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must have fell himself, out ol it
Thay laughey! and talked together.
Hut alwaya about too aecialy sub
Jeiia. all through dluuar. aud I u<le
Ralph, at the bead of hla own tsM*.
would alt almost allont, atlll watch-

Iiik U«*r at iluie* with Ibe upaulel
(.)('«, tlUt lllit-H <1**111 Willi lll«*
(mettled look, mih! with a glance at
mu «« it tacitly ttjUug iuy vlewa
about It nil.

1 baJ uiy own views, very cl<arly

formed, but I did not think tl
would do either of Uri, uor the gen¬
eral »11 ua 11. >i of ihlim*. any good
»or> 1 to lm|>trt it to bim.
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